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in the discussion of the situation.  That would be our right as a signatory 1911
of the Treaty of Algeciras ; it might be our obligation under the terms of Ag©
our agreement Jpf 1904 with lYance; it might be our duty in defence
of British interests directly affected by further developments."
" This statement," Asquith adds, " was accepted without demur
by the German Government with which we had no further difficulties
in the matter."
These words must be interpreted as applying only to the British
and German Governments. As between these two the incident
was technically and diplomatically over after 27th July. But the
negotiations between the French and German Governments dragged
on for the next ten weeks, and there were many anxious moments
in which failure seemed all but inevitable and very likely to involve
Great Britain in war. None were more anxious than the days
in August when the fate of the Parliament Bill was being decided.
While Lords and Commons were at grips, Sir Edward Grey was
warning the Admiralty that " the fleet might be attacked at any
moment/9 Jules Cambon was telling his Government that a conflict
was in sight, and the German Ambassador talking of the situation
as very nearly hopeless* So it went on till near the end of September
and during all that time the fleet remained in a position of war-
preparedness, and Sir Edward Grey repeated his warnings that
no precaution should be relaxed.1 At the same time Tni1it.fl.ry
conversations were going forward between the British and IVench
General Staffs, and preparations for landing four or six divisions
on the Continent were worked out in the minutest detail. It was
not till the beginning of October that the French and German
Governments arrived at a settlement.
Asquith himself took an active part in these precautionary
measures, and a few days after Parliament rose (23rd August) he
convened a secret meeting of the Committee of Imperial Defence,
to which* in addition to the Foreign Secretary and the Ministers
concerned with the fighting forces, Mr* Lloyd George and Mr.
Winston Churchill were summoned. Mr. Churchill, who was always
on the alert when the smell of gunpowder was in the air, had sent
the Prime Minister a memorandum containing his views ten days
* See Mr, Harold Nicolson's Life of Lord Qwnock, pp. 346-7. " 9ur preparations
were far more advanced than was realised by British public opinion. It was not
known, for instance, that from September 8 to September 22 of 1911 we were in
constant expectation of hostilities, and that the tunnels and bridges on the South
Eastern Bafiway were being patrolle4 day and night."

